GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS GENERATE 

2 MILLION JOBS
The Arroyo Administration’s goal of creating 6 to 10 million jobs by 2010 is on track with 2 million jobs created in 9 months.  
Based on latest reports submitted to the Presidential Management Staff (PMS) by government agencies involved in the jobs generation program, a total of 1.99 million jobs were generated from January to September 2005.  This data pertains mainly to jobs created through government intervention in various ways in different selected programs, such as agribusiness land development, government funding for  micro, small and medium enterprises as well as housing,  and public construction.
This number of jobs generated parallels the report of the National Statistics Office’  latest report that the economy generated 1.2 million net emplyment in the 12 months to October 2005. The National Statistics Office’s figures reflect the net result of both those gaining and losing employment. The PMS’ monitoring also captures only new jobs generated  in a set of industries where there is substantial government role. 
In microfinance, a total of 509,802 new jobs were created through the release of P8.33 billion to micro-enterprises from January to September 2005.  This was achieved through the opening of more micro-financing facilities and the provision of technology and marketing support to micro-enterprises.  With the P600 million made available for microfinance in July by the Land Bank and NLSF, more jobs are expected to be created in the coming months.
Loans extended by the government financial institutions (GFIs) to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) through the SME Unified Lending Opportunities for National Growth (SULONG) reached P22.07 billion from January to September 2005, supporting 275,938 jobs. This comprises more than 76% of the targeted P28.8 billion loan releases in 2005 to support 360,000 jobs
.  
Jobs generated through the Strong Republic Housing Program reached 404,080
 as 52,805 housing units were completed from January to September this year.  This represents an increase of 7% from the previous month’s 31% of the target for the year.  The figures are expected to increase with the construction of the bulk of housing units in resettlement sites and the intensified efforts undertaken by the housing agencies to promote their programs.

         In agriculture, a total of 138,862 hectares were generated from January to September 2005 expanding the effective production areas for agriculture and fisheries.  This is 43% of the targeted 357,650 hectares in 2005.   Adopting the figures of the July 2005 Labor Force Survey for this industry,  224,000 jobs were created in agriculture
Through aggressive promotions, tourist arrivals continued to post positive growth in 2005, with a high  18.1% growth recorded in May and July.  The first nine months of the year saw a total of 1.91 million arrivals to the Philippines, up by 221,552 or 13% over the previous year’s total of 1.69 million arrivals for the same months.  The top five travel markets are Korea, USA, Japan, Taiwan and China.  The increase in tourist arrivals created a total of 270,293 jobs
. 
 A total of 146,460 were hired from January to September 2005 in the economic zones under the jurisdiction of the Philippine Economic Zone Authority, Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority and Clark Development Corporation. Jobs in PEZA ecozones were generated by export firms as well as enterprises providing inputs and services to economic zone export producers, such as sub-contractors, brokers, cargo handlers, restaurants and canteens, banks, utilities and janitorial and maintenance services.

From January to September 2005, the Department of Public Works and Highways reported a total of 65,108 workers hired either directly or through contractors in public construction and maintenance. 
Under the apprenticeship and employment program of the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority dubbed as Kasanayan at Hanapbuhay Program (KASH), a total of 53,369 apprentices were enrolled from January to September 2005, or 53% of the 100,500 target for 2005.

The Commission on Information and Communications Technology, meanwhile, reported the creation of 41,000 jobs through ICT-related services such as business process outsourcing, medical transcription, animation and software development based on the submission of industry players.  This is 95% of the 43,000 projected new workers needed in the ICT sector in 2005.  The total demand for ICT workers is expected to grow from 120,000 in 2004 to about 1 million in 2010.


A total of 3,580 new jobs were generated in 16 mining projects (both operational and under the development stage) from January to September 2005.  This is 88% more than the targeted 1,910 jobs for 2005. The mining industry is expected to provide more employment opportunities through increased promotion under the National Policy Agenda on Revitalizing Mining in the Philippines.  

The PMS’ jobs-generation monitoring system, undertaken totally separate from the National Statistics Office’s Labor Force Survey, is a presidential management system intended to provide the President indications as to how successful government programs are in generating jobs.  
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� The GFIs use the assumption  that a loan of P80,000 supports a new or existing job.


� Based on the assumption that 8.3 persons working for 3 weeks are required for the construction of a housing unit; 5 persons per lot for resettlement and sites and services development; and 3.3 persons for small housing unit in North Rail resettlement.


� Based on the study conducted by management consulting firm, McKinsey & Co. for DOT where 1.22 jobs are created for every foreign tourist arrival in the country. 





